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Gerald Bruno was the first graduate student to enroll in the Bionucleonics graduate program.  Upon 
graduation, he entered the U.S. Army as a commissioned officer and performed inspections of Army 
licensed radiation facilities.  After his Army tour, he accepted a position as Assistant Professor at 
South Dakota State University where he taught a graduate course in Bionucleonics and did research 
on dental caries. 
 

In 1964 Dr. Bruno accepted a position as Senior Information Scientist at E.R. Squibb and Sons and shortly thereafter was 
made Director of Diagnostics Research and Development, which encompassed the radiopharmaceutical, in vitro diagnostics, 
and blood products areas.   Under his guidance a large number of new products were introduced as leading-edge advances 
in their respective markets.  These products included conventional medical isotopes, short-lived radioisotope generators, 
kits for the on site preparation of radiopharmaceuticals, and numerous radioimmunoassay kits.  He was awarded a patent 
on the first sterile Technetium-99m radioisotope generator that altered the practice of Nuclear Medicine and was a major 
commercial success.  Additionally, he pioneered the development of kits for on site preparation of short-lived 
radiopharmaceuticals that triggered the formation of central radiopharmacies, and introduced the first complete 
radioimmunoassay kit.  Dr. Bruno was elected President of the Radiopharmaceutical Science Council, Society of Nuclear 
Medicine in 1977, and served as Chairman of the Isotope Committee, Atomic Industrial Forum. 
 

He took a position in 1978 as Vice President for Research, Development and Diversification for G.D. Searle (Searle 
Diagnostics). Dr. Bruno was responsible for the new product development program in the nuclear and ultrasound imaging 
business units.  He managed a technical staff of 120 physicists and engineers and successfully introduced several new 
products for nuclear imaging and microprocessor based image processing. 
 

After a short stay with Searle, Dr. Bruno assumed the responsibilities as executive vice president at the Medical Products 
Division of National Medical Care.  In this position, he was responsible for Manufacturing, Research and Development, 
Quality Control, Regulatory Affairs, Materials Management and New Business Development for dialysis-related products 
used and sold by the leading provider of dialysis services in the U.S.  
   
His accomplishments at National Medical included major cost reduction programs to achieve market leadership in 
medical disposable products, licensing/acquisition agreements, including a proposed joint venture with Peoples 
Republic of China, and introduction of several new products.   
 

After more than 20 years in the corporate world, Dr. Bruno started on an entrepreneurial path when he founded Biotrax 
International in 1985.   As president and CEO he was responsible for startup financing and all business aspects of the 
corporation which   performed mobile diagnostic medical tests such as ultrasound imaging, nerve conduction velocity and 
bone densitometry in dialysis clinics and physician offices.  The business was sold to National Medical Care (W.R. Grace) in 
1994. Dr. Bruno continued to manage the business for several years after the sale and completed an aggressive acquisition 
program consolidating several of the larger service providers.  
 

In 1996 SL Ventures was founded as a small business investment and consulting venture.  SL Ventures has made a number 
of “angel” investments in healthcare and medical technology start-up companies and has provided consulting services to 
these companies in the area of general management, strategic planning and financial management.  Dr. Bruno has served 
on the Board of Directors for portfolio companies including Triosyn Corporation, Health Resources Group, Sales Reps 
OnLine, Kemtek Pharmaceuticals, and Agenisys Corporation. 
 

In 2005, Dr. Bruno founded Ethical Alternative Products, which is focused on developing and marketing dietary supplements 
that have a strong scientific basis for their use in alternative medicine.  His early interests in this area include unique 
formulations of the broadly studied and widely used antioxidant alpha lipoic acid. 

 
Dr. Bruno has been married to Judith Haley since 1958   and has four children - Patrick, Gerald Jr., Christopher and Cynthia - 
three of whom graduated from Purdue.   He also has three grandchildren – Nicholas, Allison and Jake.  Outside of work, he 
enjoys reading and racquetball. 


